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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The mission of the University of Illinois Chicago Center for Healthy Work is
to advance the health and well-being of people employed in precarious
jobs. We aim to turn unhealthy work into healthy work by working 
with communities and organizations to build capacity for action through
participatory and collaborative engagement across socio-ecological levels.
The Center for Healthy Work actualizes our mission through applied, action-
oriented, racial justice-centered research, constituency, and capacity
building for systems change, accessible research translation, and
consciousness-raising. 

Through research and community engagement, the Center for Healthy
Work supports pathways to jobs that pay a livable wage, are free from
workplace hazards, encourage active participation in the workplace, offer
opportunities for advancement, are free from discrimination, and include
benefits such as healthcare, paid sick leave, paid vacation, and retirement
savings.  

The Center for Healthy Work integrates workplace safety and health with a
strong focus on risk factors of work that affect health-related behaviors
outside of work and impact family and community health. The Center for
Healthy Work has undertaken two projects to address this challenge by
working at the community level, Greater Lawndale Healthy Work project
(GLHW), and the systems level, the Healthy Communities through Healthy
Work project (HCHW). The Center for Healthy Work’s approach to Total
Worker Health® (TWH) builds community capacity to promote worker
health among those in precarious employment as well as leveraging
systemic initiatives to promote policy, systems, and environmental change. 

The accomplishment of our aims will produce evidence gathered through
transdisciplinary and participatory racial justice-centered research to
explore work as a social and structural determinant of health and identify
actions to promote health. More Information about our Center can be
found at https://healthywork.uic.edu/

The Center for Healthy Work's strategy and intended Impact are
documented in the Theory of Change In Figure 1 on Pages 5-6.
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BACKGROUND 




The U.S. is experiencing a profound change in employment due to
the explosive growth of the contingent workforce, including temp workers,
gig workers, part-time workers, and contract workers (Kalleberg, 2009;
Oddo et.al., 2020). Employers increasingly prefer such arrangements to cut
labor costs and to minimize their obligations under labor and employment
laws. This business model is resulting in low-wage employment without
benefits for millions of workers, often accompanied by unhealthy working
conditions and abusive, discriminatory, and unlawful employment practices
(Weil, 2014; Smith & McKenna, 2014). Public health institutions and health
care providers can play an important role in addressing the root causes of
precarious work as a social determinant of health.

Indeed, there are calls for the public health community to tackle such
problems by thinking creatively about effective approaches to promote
healthy work, not only inside the workplace, but outside of the workplace in
communities and through the use of policy, systems, and environmental
(PSE) change approaches.

There are several factors that may explain why work is often absent in
health inequity research including the complexity of work, how work is
connected to other socio-demographic determinants (race, ethnicity,
gender, immigration status), and the development of occupational health
disparity research in isolation from population health inequities research.
Addressing work as part of a broader health equity agenda is necessary to
gain a more complete understanding of inequitable patterns and advance
health equity.

The CHW conducted a yearlong strategic planning process resulting in a
Center for Healthy Work Theory of Change (Figure 1). The Theory of
Change process guides the aims of the Center's research projects and
outreach core and serves as a roadmap for the planning and evaluation
core. Achieving our aims will result in community, workplace, and policy
changes to address precarious employment and improve working
conditions and health for workers currently engaged in precarious work.
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ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

Years of
Research

Building off of nearly 10 years of academic-community collaboration, the
Greater Lawndale Healthy Work (GLHW) project from the University of
Illinois at Chicago Center for Healthy Work, a Center of Excellence for Total
Worker Health, launched in 2016 a partnership with the Greater Lawndale
community to better understand how work impacts community health and
to identify community solutions to promote worker health. 
 
Since the UIC Center for Healthy Work's inception 5 years ago, the
partnership has deepened and the research continues to provide
data, information and resources to the community. 
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ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

Years of
Research
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ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

Years of
Research

The Greater Lawndale Healthy Work Project has been busy developing
community initiatives to promote healthy work at the neighborhood level.
Our team has been working with Yollocalli Arts Reach and Free Spirit Media,
two youth media literacy and production organizations in Greater Lawndale,
to interview 50 Greater Lawndale residents about their work experiences
during COVID-19. Using a trauma-informed distress protocol, our team
trained the youth on subjects such as the interview and consent process
and human research protections. The stories which will be collected by the
youth will be used to characterize the ongoing needs in Greater Lawndale
since the start of the pandemic, for use in community education efforts, and
for youth podcast production.

10



Strong
Networks

UIC CHW Research Network

ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

Boone County Work, Mental Health, and Substance Use Study
Development of Human-Robot Interaction and Collaboration Systems 
Employment Quality and Health Behaviors in the Aftermath of COVID-19
Precarious Employment as a Determinant of Overweight and
Cardiometabolic Risk
Worker Center Remote Operations, Informal Learning Needs, and Practices
during COVID-19
Workplace Harassment, Macro-Level Stressors, Substance Use, and Health
Outcomes: A Long-Term Follow-Up

In late 2020, the Center for Healthy Work Research Network was created to
identify University of Illinois researchers currently conducting research that is in
line with the Center’s mission and our Core Research Projects: the Greater
Lawndale Healthy Work project and Healthy Communities through Healthy Work.

The Research Network works collaboratively with the Center to identify emerging
trends related to the future of work and to promote best practices to improve
worker health and safety.

Current Research Network projects include:
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ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

The Center for Healthy Work facilitated the first Illinois Total Worker Health Affiliates
meeting in July 2020 to develop a shared understanding of worker health and safety
efforts across agencies. The impetus to call these partners together was around
developing shared goals to collaboratively address worker health during COVID-19. 

Illinois Total Worker Health (ILTWH) is committed to collaboratively addressing
the National Occupational Research Agenda (NORA) for Healthy Work Design
and Well-Being objectives. 

As a collective, ILTWH aims to promote knowledge and activities that increase pathways
to healthier work for all. The UIC Center for Healthy Work has and will continue to
facilitate activities to leverage existing ILTWH efforts and resources to address NORA. In
December 2020, ILTWH identified which NORA objectives were a priority for the state. 
 The network was reconvened in spring 2021 to identify activities around each objective.
Partners were provided time to share their organizational efforts and resources tied to
the 3 priority ILTWH research gaps identified at the previous meeting. By identifying
ILTWH priorities and actions to address them, we aim to collaboratively implement Total
Worker Health best practices in the region and expand the reach of Total Worker Health
to our priority audiences.

In summer 2021, the CHW UIC began an environmental scan to determine each
organization's resources that addressed the 3 priority ILTWH research gaps. The goal of
the environmental scan is to focus on the development of a shared library of resources
around Total Worker Health.

Illinois Total Worker Health Affiliates

Strong
Networks
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Strong
Networks

ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

Greater Lawndale Healthy Work Council

This academic-community partnership is comprised of worker health and safety
leaders and advocates. On the community side, the partnership is led by the Greater
Lawndale Healthy Work Council comprised of 17 community stakeholders bringing
expertise in community health work, faith-based leadership, worker centers and
community development. On the academic side, the Greater Lawndale Healthy Work
Council is made up of national leaders in occupational and community health sciences,
psychosocial research on workplace harassment, discrimination, worker health, and
transformative justice. The council also includes post-doctoral fellows, staff, and students
who are community residents of Greater Lawndale and/or are bicultural and bilingual. 

The Greater Lawndale Healthy Work project uses a community-based participatory
research (CBPR) approach that strives to equitably involve community partners –
community members and representatives of local community-based organizations and
institutions, in such a way that all partners contribute their expertise and share the
decision-making and ownership of the research. CBPR allows for research reciprocity,
leveraging existing strength and building capacity of both the community and the
academic partner.

All of our activities are conducted in English and Spanish so that monolingual Spanish-
speaking residents can participate. This includes simultaneous translation of our meetings
and events. Through the integration of scientific, legal, and community expertise, we are
conducting groundbreaking research to root Total Worker Health in community
development, positioning worker health as an integral component of community health via
the development and testing of evidence-based interventions. 
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Strong
Networks

ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

External Advisory Committee
As we move into the next 5 years of funding, we have assembled an External Advisory
Committee that will enhance community partnerships with research and outreach
teams, while expanding opportunities for creating networks between and among
communities and community-based organizations. 

The EAC will play a key role in assuring that interventions developed by the Center
represent activities that are respectful of workers, deliverable by communities and
organizations, focused on relevant risk factors, and likely to positively impact the health
of people in precarious employment. They will also serve to advise the center
investigators about key issues and needs, assist in planning and evaluation activities to
ensure the Center is achieving our aims, and to facilitate network building and
communication and consciousness-raising about the role and value of healthy work and
workforce wellbeing.

14



ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

Healthy Work
Collaborative

Research Briefs
 To develop a structure that best supported the
learning of public health and healthcare participants,
the Center for Healthy Work's Healthy Work
Collaborative invited technical assistance providers
from the labor sector including worker centers, union
representatives, community organizers, and other
worker’s rights organizations to provide training to
public health and healthcare practitioners. 

The aim of the HWC was that, through Action 
Learning, participants would foster new networks 
and partnerships for their organizations, increase
understanding and skills to address precarious work
and its root causes, and leverage initiatives that
address these root causes in collaborative networks.

Findings from the Healthy Work Collaborative were
documented in 3 peer-reviewed publications which the
Center's Communications and Outreach Group
adapted as 3 research briefs to ensure access to
evidence-based best practices.

Bonus: The Healthy Work Collaborative Process Guide outlines four steps to
comprehensively address and solve complex problems like precarious work. 
Each step presented in this guide builds upon the next. These steps and 
their corresponding action steps can be used to implement a Healthy Work 
Collaborative in your community.
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Longtime worker health and safety advocate Marsha Love retired in December 2020
after over 30 years as an educator and researcher in occupational safety and health.
Marsha worked with labor unions, worker centers, faith-based organizations, non-profit
workforce development organizations, and community groups to develop customized
curricula and train-the-trainer workshops to build their organizational capacity to
address workplace hazards. With a long-standing commitment to advancing health
protections for low-wage and immigrant workers in hazardous occupations and
precarious employment situations, Marsha will continue her involvement with the 
 Center for Healthy Work's External Advisory Committee. Congratulations, Marsha!

The University of Illinois Chicago Center for Healthy Work and Great Lakes
Center for Occupational Health and Safety are excited to welcome Rolando
Favela to our team as the new Outreach Coordinator!

Rolando started at UIC in June 2021. His dedication to environmental and occupational
equity, as well as his vast experience in Chicago, will continue to advance our Center’s
mutual commitment to climate and worker justice.

ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

Staff
Changes

“I am a recent graduate from DePaul University's Masters of Environmental

Science program. I like using the skills from my program as a lens for my

community work in green spaces. Over the last few years, I have worked with

multiple community groups that tackle social and environmental injustices

on the Southwest side of Chicago. Through my work with these organizations,

I have worked to help communities reach health equity." 

Rolando speaking about temp worker safety at a 
Warehouse Worker for Justice event, August 2021.
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The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) has awarded funding
to ten Centers of Excellence for Total Worker Health®. Four new Centers of Excellence
for Total Worker Health have joined our six existing Centers. The Centers are hubs for
TWH-related research and practice that build the scientific evidence base necessary to
develop new solutions for complex occupational safety and health problems. 

The comprehensive nature of Total Worker Health (TWH) approaches requires
innovative thinking to design and inform current policies, programs, and practices that
advance worker well-being. The Center for Healthy Work aims to accomplish this by:

ANNUAL COUNTDOWN

Center Grant
Renewal 
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Further identifying and analyzing factors that impact the health of workers in
precarious employment using surveillance data and community-based participatory
research methods
Developing and assessing the effectiveness of interventions designed to improve the
health of workers in precarious employment
Disseminating effective interventions by creating synergistic partnerships among
community, employer, and healthcare organizations that will lead to long-term
improvements in the health of workers in precarious employment 

     

to the Centers of Excellence
on their continued success!

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh51bb40ce%2C14dc3705%2C14e484af%26ACSTrackingID%3DUSCDC_308-DM65716%26ACSTrackingLabel%3DTWH%2520in%2520Action!%2520eNewsletter%2520BLAST-SEPT%25202021&data=04%7C01%7Cfishere%40uic.edu%7C517bef7ace044271ed4f08d979e4d39e%7Ce202cd477a564baa99e3e3b71a7c77dd%7C0%7C0%7C637674845977175521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=k4dwnuG%2FtTH7ROykM0v9SDTCHf8nliPdLrwwudGiCrk%3D&reserved=0
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HIGHLIGHTS

Together with the Center for Healthy Work, the
Community Writing Project and Workers Teatro
documented the stories of temp workers 
in the Chicago area. Workers shared their
experiences of work, health, and well-being 
during COVID-19 in a digital and print magazine
and through live and recorded performances. 
The Center for Healthy Work continues to 
collect worker stories with the Greater 
Lawndale Healthy Work project. 

As part of the annual “Workers Memorial Week'' led by the National
Council of Occupational Safety and Health (COSH), the Center for Healthy
Work, Great Lakes Center for Occupational Health and Safety, the DePaul
University Labor Education Center, and the Chicago Federation of Labor
initiated efforts to relaunch a Chicago Area COSH. The Center has engaged
partners in interviews and a visioning process to determine what reigniting
the network could look like. A preliminary initiative of Chicago Jobs with
Justice and the Chicago Area COSH, is Community Action for Worker Safety,
which aims to raise public awareness of worker health and safety Issues to
serve as a mechanism of  labor law enforcement.  

The Center for Healthy Work participated In the
American Industrial Hygiene Association's
Healthier Workplaces, A Healthier World   
 which draws awareness to the many aspects for
creating a healthy and safe workplace and the
innovation taking place. Our feature highlights the
Importance of working with community partners
on the safety and wellbeing of workers in minority
and historically underserved populations.
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Congratulations to Greater Lawndale Healthy Work project Director, 
Dr. Jeni Hebert-Beirne, and outreach coordinator, Dolores Castaneda who were
awarded the American Public Health Association's Innovative Curriculum award 
for their course, Community Organizing & Community-based Participatory Research.

https://healthywork.uic.edu/workers-teatro-tells-their-stories/
https://healthywork.uic.edu/workers-teatro-tells-their-stories/
https://healthywork.uic.edu/workers-teatro-tells-their-stories/
https://vimeo.com/558660979/ce1cd9a730
https://vimeo.com/558660979/ce1cd9a730
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In partnership with the Great Lakes Center for Occupational Safety and Health and the
Policy, Practice, and Prevention Research Center, and the UIC Center for Healthy Work
developed and disseminated the COVID-19 Guide for Workers in Illinois in both English
and Spanish. The guide shares resources and information for workers, employers, worker
advocacy organizations, and stakeholders across Illinois to ensure the safety and health of
workers, their families, and communities. To date, the guide is the most comprehensive
guidance for Illinois workers that details both state and federal resources. 

In partnership with the UIC Collaboratory for Health Justice, the Center for Healthy Work
supported the COVID-19 contract tracing efforts of the Chicago Department of Public
Health by developing Considerations for Hiring Community-Based Contact Tracers: 
 A Handbook. The guide has been shared with funded community-based organizations
throughout Chicago and aims to create shared value around the employment and
wellbeing of contact tracers.

The Center for Healthy Work also supported the University of Illinois Chicago, the Cook
County, and Illinois Departments of Public Health, in their COVID-19 response through
program evaluation, public health workforce development, and working to facilitate worker
health and safety equity across communities.
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https://healthywork.uic.edu/response-to-coronavirus-covid-19/
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Funding for the University of Illinois Chicago Center for Healthy Work was made possible by
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention National Institute of Occupational Safety and
Health under grant number U19 OH011232. The views expressed in written materials or
publications do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and
Human Services, nor does the mention of trade names, commercial practices, or
organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.

Total Worker Health® is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS). Participation by the UIC Center for Healthy Work does not imply
endorsement by HHS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health.
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